
March 18, 2013 

 A Special Meeting and Public Hearings of the Council of 
the City of Manassas, Virginia was held in the Second Floor 
Conference Room and Council Chambers at City Hall on the above 
date with the following present: Mayor Harry J. Parrish II, 
Vice Mayor Andrew L. Harrover, Council Members Marc T. Aveni, 
Ian T. Lovejoy, J. Steven Randolph, Jonathan L. Way, and Mark 
D. Wolfe; City Manager John A. Budesky, Acting Director of 
Finance and Administration Diane Bergeron, City Clerk Andrea P. 
Madden, Chief of Police Douglas W. Keen, Public Works and 
Utilities Director Mike C. Moon, Community Development Director 
Elizabeth S. Via-Gossman, Senior Planner Morgan Brim, Family 
Services Director Ronald King, Family Services Fiscal Manager 
LaTanya Bell, and Human Resources Manager Darla Hicks. 
 
 Mayor Parrish called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. in 
the Second Floor Conference Room. 
  
 Item 1 of the Agenda:  Work Session on the Proposed Fiscal 
Year 2014 Budget.   
 
 Mr. Budesky and Ms. Bergeron led the discussion regarding 
Salaries, Benefits, Non-Departmental and Flat Department 
Budgets. 
 
 The Mayor and City Council recessed from the Second Floor 
Conference Room and reconvened in Council Chambers at 7:25 p.m. 
 
 Item 2 of the Agenda: Consideration of Resolution #R-2013-
41 Approving Special Use Permit (SUP) #2010-03: Innotek Virtual 
Entertainment Center, 9676 and 9684 Liberia Avenue. 
 
 Ms. Via-Gossman stated that the Public Hearing regarding 
Special Use Permit (SUP) #2010-03 was held on March 11, 2013 
with no speakers in favor of or in opposition to the matter.  
There were no outstanding issues and staff recommended approval 
of Resolution #R-2013-41. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER WOLFE MOVED that Resolution #R-2013-41 
approving Special Use Permit (SUP) #2010-03: Innotek Virtual 
Entertainment Center, 9676 and 9684 Liberia Avenue be approved.  
Seconded by Council Member Lovejoy.  Roll call vote: AYES – 
Council Member Aveni, Harrover, Lovejoy, Randolph, Way and 
Wolfe.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 Public Hearings. 
 
 Mayor Parrish read an affidavit of publication that was 
before him signed by an authorized agent of the Prince William 
Times newspaper certifying that the public hearings listed on 
the evening’s agenda were published in conformance with 
Virginia law and City ordinances. 
 
 Item 3 of the Agenda:  Public Hearing on Special Use 
Permit #2013-07:  Miller Toyota, Able Family LTD Partnership, 
8558 & 8566 Sudley Road. 
 
 Senior Planner Morgan Brim reviewed the Staff Report, 
provided background information on Special Use Permit #2013-07 
requested by Miller Toyota to allow the expansion of an 
existing motor vehicle repair and sales, and discussed the 
proposed Conditions. 
 
 Mayor Parrish opened the Public Hearing. 
 



March 18, 2013 

 The Mayor invited anyone who wished to do so address 
Council in favor of or in opposition to the Special Use 
Permit. 
 
 There were no speakers in favor of or in opposition to 
the Special Use Permit. 
 
 Staff recommended that the Public Hearing be closed and 
action scheduled for March 25, 2013. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBER AVENI MOVED to close the public hearing. 
Seconded by Council Member Harrover and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
The Public Hearing was closed at 7:40 p.m. 
 
Item 4 of the Agenda:  Public Hearing on the City 

Manager’s Proposed Fiscal Year 2014 Capital Improvement 
Program (CIP). 

 
Mr. Budesky presented the City Manager’s Proposed Fiscal 

Year 2014 Capital Improvement Program (CIP). 
 

 Mayor Parrish opened the Public Hearing. 
 
 The Mayor invited anyone who wished to do so address 
Council in favor of or in opposition to the City Manager’s 
Proposed Fiscal Year 2014 Capital Improvement Program (CIP). 
 
 The following comments were received: 
 
 Lianne Best, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
presented the City Council with U.S. Census Bureau statistics 
detailing population growth, median household income, and the 
percentage of the population living below the poverty line in 
the City of Manassas and surrounding areas.  Ms. Best stated 
that having the lowest average tax bill has not improved the 
condition of the City or attracted families to the area. 
 
 Rex Parr, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that as a businessman, one of the things you learn quickly is 
that failing to invest in infrastructure will degrade your 
business.  Mr. Parr stated that Manassas has not been 
investing in its infrastructure the last several years and 
the community has finally reached a tipping point.  Mr. Parr 
said that the CIP is well reasoned and professional and 
deserves the Council’s support and funding. 
 
 Dick Boatwright,a resident of Bristow, stated that he 
was appearing on behalf of his mother who lives on Portner 
Avenue and has suffered through recent flooding events.  Mr. 
Boatwright stated that since 2006, his mother has spent in 
excess of $30,000 replacing furnaces, hot water heaters, and 
taking steps to protect her property from future flooding.  
Mr. Boatwright urged the City Council to support the portion 
of the CIP that addresses the stormwater system in Old Town. 
 
 Richard Carlson, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
stated that he has heard about new school, fire departments, 
and police stations.  However, these are very trying times 
and if the Federal government will not act responsibly, it is 
up to local officials to do so. Mr. Carlson stated that 
accumulating new debt is not responsible and asked the 
Council to reconsider the number of projects in the CIP. 
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 John Neri, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that the Portner and Battle Street stormwater improvements 
are needed and the project should be fully funded.  Mr. Neri 
stated that a tax increase will be detrimental to the 
citizens and suggested that the Council look at the remaining 
projects in the CIP and determine which are necessary and 
which can be pursued at a later date.  Mr. Neri asked the 
Council to make smart decisions. 
 
 Mike Enright, a resident of Centreville and President of 
the Greater Manassas Volunteer Rescue Squad (GMVRS), stated 
that there is a significant shortfall in funding for the 
GMVRS in the City Manager’s FY 2014 Proposed Budget.  Mr. 
Enright asked the Council to consider restoring the funds. 
 
 Molly Grove, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that students in Manassas want to be proud of where they live 
and suggested that the Council invest in infrastructure and 
schools.  Ms. Grove stated that she supports the CIP and 
urged the Council to approve it as presented. 
 
 Greg Tsukalas, a resident of the City of Manassas, asked 
why the Winters Branch Trail was back in the CIP after he and 
his neighbors requested that it be removed.  Mr. Tsukalas 
stated that he and his neighbors were never consulted about 
the project and the trail is a waste of money.  Mr. Tsukalas 
commented that the Prince William Street Project was 
postponed for ten years and asked that it finally be funded 
in the CIP. 
 
 Matt Lausch, a resident of Bristow and Chief of the 
Manassas Volunteer Fire Company (MVFC), submitted a letter 
detailing his concerns regarding the MVFC’s budget requests 
that were excluded from the City Manager’s FY 2014 Proposed 
Budget.  Mr.  Lausch asked that funding be restored to allow 
for training and physicals. 
 
 Christine Finnie, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
stated that she supports the CIP, particularly the 
replacement of Baldwin Elementary and the Main Street 
Streetscape project.  Ms. Finnie stated that sometimes the 
return on investment is financial; but other times, it is 
goodwill and pride in the community.  Ms. Finnie stated that 
a new Baldwin was needed years ago and it is time to invest 
in education and provide teachers and administrators an 
environment in which they can create stellar students. 
 
 Wayne Haight, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that the CIP has many worthwhile projects in it and he 
supports it.  Mr. Haight noted that there are a number of 
events on the evenings and weekends that bring people into 
Old Town and the City needs to keep people in Manassas to 
dine and shop. 
 
 Debbie Haight, a resident of the City of Manassas and 
Executive Director of HMI, stated that 25 years ago, the City 
was debating whether or not to build the Harris Pavilion.  
Ms. Haight reminded everyone how important the Pavilion is to 
Old Town and commented on how successful the Battle Street 
Project has been.  Ms. Haight said that the Main Street 
Project would bring additional revenue to the City, just as 
the Battle Street Project has. 
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 Suzanne Parker, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
addressed the flooding concerns of those residents living in 
Old Town and stated that stormwater system improvements are 
absolutely necessary. 
 
 Timothy Oshiki, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
urged the Council to approve the City Manager’s Proposed CIP 
as presented.  Mr. Oshiki stated that if taxes are increased, 
his family will be negatively impacted, however, the City has 
grown significantly and the infrastructure needs must be 
addressed.  As a result of the low tax burden, the City has 
fallen behind.  Mr. Oshiki said that he does not like the 
idea of a tax increase, but he understands the need for it, 
and just because it is difficult does not mean that it is not 
the right thing to do.  Mr. Oshiki asked, “what message does 
it send to our community and our children when we call 
investing in their education irresponsible?” 
 
 Kari Leporatti, owner of the Philadelphia Tavern on Main 
Street, stated that they are excited about the renovation of 
Main Street and urged the Council to keep the project in the 
CIP.  Ms. Leporatti stated that Old Town Manassas must work 
together and continue on a path to make investments and 
preserve what it already has.  Ms. Leporatti said that the 
Main Street Project would attract more shops, restaurants, 
and offices to the City and increase property values. 
 
 Joel Barr, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that he moved to Manassas because the housing prices were the 
lowest.  Mr. Barr said that he does not believe the taxes are 
low and the economy is still unstable. 
 
 David Core, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
the he went on a tour of school facilities and agrees that 
Baldwin needs to be replaced, but suggested that the other 
facilities be better maintained to prevent further 
deterioration.  Mr. Core asked that no more than a four or 
five percent increase in taxes be approved. 
 
 Mark Boston, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that these are difficult economic times and the City Council 
needs to a take a look where it can reduce costs.  Mr. Boston 
commented that money does not fix the problems education and 
asked the Council to not raise taxes. 
 
 Coleman Rector, a resident of Gainesville and property 
and business owner in Manassas, stated that the City can 
improve its image by focusing on economic development and 
addressing the issues with education.  Mr. Rector commented 
that the Joint CIP addressing needs of the City and the 
Schools is one of the best things the City has done to move 
the City forward and it is time to make the necessary 
investments. 
 
 Dan Peacock, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that he is impressed with the proposed CIP and the proposals 
are thorough and should be adopted.  Mr. Peacock expressed 
his support for the Main Street Project and the stormwater 
system improvements.  Mr. Peacock stated that the City’s 
investments will have good returns. 
 
 Alexandra Pires, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
stated that the CIP is important to the future of the 
community and asked the Council to approve the CIP.  Ms. 
Pires said that she and her family are willing to pay higher 
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taxes, and if the City does not make the needed improvements, 
citizens will have no choice but to find another community 
that is willing to invest in its citizens and businesses. 
 
 Miguel Pires, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that the Joint CIP is tremendous and the City Manager and 
Superintendent have done a fine job.  Mr. Pires said that the 
City has to invest in the community and improve education, 
infrastructure, and public safety.  Mr. Pires noted that 
people come to his business because he invests in it and 
urged the Council to do the same for the City. 
 
 Lee Kulik, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that the City Council needs to pick and chose what they 
support in the CIP.  Ms. Kulik commented that education is 
about more than the building and new facilities do not make a 
successful school system.  Ms. Kulik suggested the schools 
consider renovating or expanding their current facilities. 
 
 Sue Fleming, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that a quality education is dependent upon the quality of the 
teacher, not the building in which the child is taught. 
 
 Rana Hammad, a resident of the City of Manassas, asked 
the City Council to approve the CIP.  Ms. Hammad said that 
the schools are overcrowded and more homes are being added to 
the City.  Ms. Hammad said that if the City is not willing to 
invest in her son’s education, she will move to a city that 
is willing make that investment.  Ms. Hammad said she does 
not wish to waste anymore time in a city that does not want 
to invest in its citizens and children. 
 
 Bill Pfister, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that the majority of things in the CIP are wonderful and 
should be done at some time.  The question at this time is 
whether everything should be done at once.  Mr. Pfister 
questioned the Council’s decision to advertise a higher tax 
rate  and stated that now is not the time to do all the 
projects at once. 
 
 Kris Rigby, a resident of the City of Manassas, asked 
that the CIP be implemented in a common sense manner.  Mr. 
Rigby said that high tax rates did not attract him to this 
area and the CIP should be looked at sensibly. 
 
 Michael Howard, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
urged the Council to invest in the community and make it a 
better place to live.  Mr. Howard commented that there is 
never a time to raise taxes, but if the Council does not act 
now, when will it? 
 
 Ed Spall, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that he would like the Council to support the CIP. 
 
 Nina Gribov, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that there are a number of good projects in the CIP and urged 
the Council to support the Prince William Street Project. 
 
 Mike Post, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that he supports the CIP. 
 
 Deidre Pennefather, a resident of the City of Manassas, 
asked the Council to consider the projects in the CIP 
carefully and not raise taxes. 
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 Jeff Williams, a resident of Prince William County, 
stated that he is concerned about any tax increase in the 
City and urged the Council to use caution when making 
decisions about the CIP. 
 
 Tim Cook, a resident of the City of Manassas, urged the 
Council to be cautious about the impact the CIP will have on 
the City and its residents.  Mr. Cook stated that this is a 
“lot to bite off at one time.” 
 
 Paul Reid, a resident of the City of Manassas, stated 
that he and his wife like the City and agree it is time to 
invest in rebuilding the schools and undertaking other 
projects included in the CIP.  Mr. Reid stated that the cost 
of borrowing will never be this low again and it is wise to 
invest in schools and public infrastructure. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBER HARROVER MOVED to close the public 
hearing. Seconded by Council Member Wolfe and CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
The Public Hearing was closed at 9:25 p.m. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER AVENI MOVED to extend the meeting to 

11:00 p.m.  Seconded by Council Member Randolph and CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 Item 5 of the Agenda: ADDED - Consideration of a Motion 
Authorizing a Closed Meeting on Subjects in Accordance with the 
Amended Freedom of Information Act. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER RANDOLPH MOVED that the Council convene 
in a closed meeting to discuss personnel matters as permitted 
by Virginia Code § 2.2-3711 Paragraph A (1), for which the 
Virginia Freedom of Information Act permits discussion in a 
closed meeting.  Seconded by Council Member Harrover. Roll 
call vote – AYES:  Council Member Aveni, Harrover, Lovejoy, 
Randolph, Way and Wolfe.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
 Mayor Parrish announced that the Mayor and City Council, 
the City Manager, Mike Vanderpool, and John Weber would be 
included in the closed meeting discussion. 
 
 Mayor Parrish excused the City Clerk at 9:30 p.m. and 
appointed the City Manager as Acting City Clerk for the 
remained of the meeting. 
 
 Council retired to the closed meeting at 9:27 p.m. 
 
 Item 6 of the Agenda: ADDED - Consideration of a Motion 
Certifying That the Closed Meeting was Conducted in 
Conformity with Virginia Law. 
 
 Council returned from the closed meeting at 10:45 p.m. 
 
 COUNCIL MEMBER RANDOLPH MOVED that the City Council 
certify that, in the closed meeting just concluded, nothing 
was discussed except the matters specifically identified in 
the motion to convene in closed meeting and lawfully 
permitted to be discussed under the provisions of the 
Virginia Freedom of Information Act cited in the motion.  
Seconded by Council Member Aveni.  Roll call vote – AYES:  
Council Member Aveni, Harrover, Lovejoy, Randolph, Way and 
Wolfe.  MOTION CARRIED. 
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 Motion was duly made, seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY to 
adjourn the meeting. 
 
 Mayor Parrish declared the meeting adjourned at 10:48 p.m. 
 
 
 
             
MAYOR  CITY CLERK 
 
        
  DATE APPROVED 


